AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN 
SOUTH CAROLINA STATE DIVISION 


LEGISLATIVE DAY 

-JANUARY 26, 1983 

Market Restaurant, Columbia, S/ C 


"MONEY TALKS.IN LEGISLATION” 


9*15 Registration and Coffee 

9*45 Federal Legislation Update* Melba Sprague - S. C. Division 

Legislative Chair 

10*15 "Money Talks....In Legislation"* A Panel Discussion 

Mental Health - Carol Garvin - President 

Mental Health Association in S. C. 

Education - Dr. Charlie Williams 

State Superintendent of Education 

11*15 Break 

11*45 Legislative Preview 1983 - The Honorable Nell W. Smith 

The S. C. Senate 

Lunch With Our Legislators 

"Women and Money" - Ms. Ellie Setser, President 

S. C. Division - AAUW 

2*30 Adjournment to the State House for Legislative Sessions 


( 


S. C. Division Program Development Committee Meeting with VP for Program 







AAUW - LEGISLATIVE DAY...JANUARY 26, 1983 
MELBA SPRAGUE _ CHAIR 


The S. C. Division Legislative Day was held on January 26, 1983 at the Market 
Restaurant in Columbia. There were 115 in attendancej this included 47 members of 
the General Assembly- The focus was "Money Talks.In Legislation". 


Melba Sprague, S. C. Division Legislative Chair, opened the meeting with an 
update of Federal Legislation. She stated that there are 21 women in the House and 
2 in the Senate. Looking ahead for the 98th Congress Ms. Sprague pointed out the 
following items that the Public Policy Department of the Association is alerting the 
members to observej 

(1) Social Reform Package presented by the Commission....in general AAUW 
urges that the Members of Congress move quickly on the package....and not change 

the items in the interest of a speedy passage and preservation of the Social Security 
System. AAUW would prefer only a 3 month delay in the Cost of Living Increase, but 
would not insist to the point of jepardize the passage. 

(2) Fair Insurance Practices Act....This act addresses the discrimination 
against women..i.e. the use of 2 tables to figure cost...women pay a higher rate. 

AAUW prefers the bill which has been introduced in the house ...it contains an en¬ 
forcement provision. \ 

(3) E.R.A.introduced in the House January 3 (H. J. Res. #i;,...The b. C. 

MOC who co-sponsored the bill are Rep. Butler Derrick and Senator Ernest Hollings. 

Expect introduction in the Senate (S.J. Res. 213)* 

(4) Hatch is expected to push the Human Life Federalism Amendment. He has 
been told by Majority Leader Howard Baker that he will allow it early in the session. 
(S. J. Res. 110). It is possible that Hatch may introduce a States' Rights Amendment. 

(5) Education Legislation to bring opportunities for women in science... Hearings 
are now being held and it is expected to be presented in the house and senate in 

Feb. Members are urged to write MOC and state that in a new computer age the U. S. 
needs the technological skills of all its people, and there are not enough males to 


(6) Budget.AAUW's position is that the country can't stand further Social 

Programs cuts and urge that defense and other cuts be kept in perspective. 

(?) Tax Tuition Credits....AAUW strongly opposes this program and urges members 
to write MOC regarding the need for equal education for all people. The president 
will again push this credit program. 


Ms. Sprague told those attending that the S. C. House of Representatives would 
be in session during the afternoon and be discussing the increase in sales tax. A 
Banking and Insurance Committee would be in session for members to attend. She also 
grave the following telephone numbers for members' use in obtaining legislation infor¬ 
mation in the future. House desk...803/ 758-5240} Senate Desk...803/758-3260. The 
toll free information number is 1-800-922=1539* 

The Chairman introduced the panel for the morning session. Ms. Carol Garvin, 
President Mental Health Association in S. C. has been working as a volunteer in the 
area of mental health since 1975 * She has served the Aiken Chapter as board member, 
president, and delagate at large to the state association. She is the author of a 
quarterly newsletter "Caring About Aftercare" which is distributed in S. C. She was 
the author of a twice monthly radio program on common emotional problems which was 
aired on Wlow Radio, Aiken. She also was the author in 1980 -81 of a weekly radio 
program "Brain Waves", which received a state award. Ms. Garvin was a delegate from 
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She is also a member of the Facility Rights Committee and in 1982 was appointed to 
S. C. Mental Health Commission, governing body of the S. C. Department of Mental Health. 
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Mrs. Garvin described the Mental Health Association in S* C» as volunteers who 
are advocates for the mentally...not involved in treatment. She cited the work of 
Clifford Beers who as a mentally ill patient saw the vulnerability and special needs 
of the mentally ill. She said that the program of the MHASC and indeed nation-wide 
had been effective to a point in eliminating the stigma of mental illness. The or¬ 
ganization had an effect on legislation and on the services for the mentally ill. She 
compared the responses of the physically ill to those of the mentally ill. There 
is one and the same illness but not the openness in recognizing or seeking treatment. 
The whole family of the mentally ill person is involved, but the Mental Health services 
are not as adequate as those funded for the physically ill. 

Some of the issues that Ms. Garvin pointed out to the conference werei 

(1) Mental Illness is the #1 health problem in this country. 29$ of the hos¬ 
pital beds are occupied by the mentally ill...but funding is not adequate for their 

treatment. „ ,, 

(2) Funding becomes an ever increasing problem. Because of the nature of the 
problem of the mentally ill the funding came more from federal sources. The funding 
at this point for social services is diminishing...perhaps not quite as bad as feared. 
51$ of the money spent in mental health comes from public funds. Due to the special 
grants of the last decade centers were established and were allowed experimentation. 
With the roll back of funds it is uncertain that needed services will be retained. 

(3) State Funds...S. C. has not been ungenerous and made conscientious effort 

to help the mentally ill. Hospitals and centers and some sattelltes have been develop¬ 
ed. S. C. has increased the input of funds from $64 million in 1979 "to $83~84 million 
in 1983; however inflation has not decreased in health care and there is great con¬ 
cern that with insufficient funding the program could return to warehousing patients. 

Concerned about mental health insurance coverage, Ms. Garvin said that physical 
illnesses get more coverage. Coverage for out-patient care is critical, she stated. 

One of the reasons for delay in coverage comes from fear of the increased cost for 
insurance. Back in the 50's, she said, cost for mental illness coverage was expensive 
but studies show that physical illness is less if the emotional base is level. 

Committment laws are a national problem, but she pointed out that the state laws 
decide how a patient is committed. To be considered are individual rights, the need 
for treatment, rights of the community, need for relief for the family, and the all 
round difficulty of handling the issue. At issue in S. C. at this time is the change 
in laws concerning the change of involuntary to voluntary committment. The patient 
under the present situation sometimes feels that it is a criminal situation. The 
laws concerning Social Security Disability payments have created a real problem. The 
chronic mentally ill person can't work and qualifies for SS Disability payments. In 
the present administration it was determined that some could be removed from disability 
rolls. The problem isi 11$ of the handicapped were mentally ill; however, when the 
terminations were determined 28$ were the chronically mentally ill. The hardship is 
great because under medication these people can live without hospitalization. With 
the cut they are unable to pay for required medication and usually return to the 
hospital. Under the Lame Duck session there was a measure for temporary relief, but 
permanent reforms are needed. 

Aftercare is a big challenge said the president of the Mental Health Association 
in S. C. The question is...can we really get these people back into the community? 

The big challenge, she said, is tc look at the whole health package including mental 
illness as part of the total health picture. The dilimma is the big money tag. 

State Superintendent of Education, Dr. Charlie Williams, was introduced by 
Ms. Sprague. She said that he has served the public school system in S. C. for 
over 30 years as a teacher, coach, principal and administrator. A native of Great 
Falls, S. C. he received his B.S. degree from Newberry College and his MS and 
Doctor of Philosophy degree from the University of S. C. While serving as Deputy 
Superintendent for Instruction in the S. C. Department of Education, Dr. Williams 
conceived and had developed the Economics Education Teaching Kit, the Reach-Teach 
Newspaper Reading Program, and other programs. He has been a prime mover for the 
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development of programs for the Gifted and Talented students. Dr. Williams, as State 
Superintendent conducted a series of "listening sessions" across the state. He serves 
on many hoards throughout the state. 

Outlining several myths in edication Dr. Williams said that one of the myths 
is that all persons are created equal. From the creation of the nation this myth 
has effected all areas of life and had effect on legislative decisions. We would like 
others to believe we believe this myth, but at the beginning of our nation women 
did not have the right to vote or other equal rights. After 200 years we would still 
like others to believe the myth....which still exists. The signers of the Declaration 
of Independence believed that all middle class white land owners were equal...to the 
king. The signers did not comes to grips with reality...and the paradox is that 
in this country we still don't come to grips with it. Other countries and the rest 
of the world has come to see through this myth in the terms of human rights. 

The second myth is that we believe in universal education for all people. In 
S. G. we have lived with that myth in education, and only in the last 12 years have 
we achieved a symblance of the reality. This was done on court order, duress and 
threat. The senior class of 1961 had 12.6% black children who started first grade 
completed high school. 44% of the while children completed high school. In 1980-81 
63% of the black children and 64% of the white children completed high school. The _ 
system in S. C. for many years insured that a segment of the population be under edu¬ 
cated. Methodically and deliberately l/3 of our children were undereducated. At this 
point we are doing a better job than we get credit for. 

Discussing test scores for college entrance. Dr. Williams explained the ranking 
of S. C. with other states. The S.A.T. is used in S. C. and other eastern colleges} 
the American College test is used in the midwest. The ranking of the combined scores 
put S. C. near the bottom; however it is not an accurating ranking, because different 
tests were used. At this time at least •§• of the students taking the tests are not in 
a college prep academic program, and their lower scores pull the total scores down. 

If those in college prep courses axe separated out, S. G. has a very favorable rank. 
However, in S. C. we have opened the doors to all. 

Dr. Williams pointed out some of the new programs in his new plan for "Move to 
Quality* 

(1) The state should implement a clearly defined and adequately funded compen¬ 
satory education program in grades 1-6 to balance in life under circumstances that 
put them behind. 

(2) There should be a State Board of Education requirement that all students 
completing grade 6 and scoring below the minimum standard on the Basic Skills Achieve¬ 
ment Tests be rnrolled in remedial courses or programs in grades 7 and 8 in the skill(s) 
area in which below standard scores were earned. 

(3) Loans should be provided to attract teachers into math and science programs. 

(Dr. Williams stated that teaching is still viewed as "part-time and women's work". 

Part of the real issue is to fund teachers as the professionals they axe) 

(4) The General Assembly should make a significant improvement in the state 
minimum salary schedule for teachers. 

(5) The State Board of Education should increase from 18 to 20 the number of 
credits a student must earn to qualify for a state high school diploma. 

(6) All students should be required to be enrolled in at least 4 courses or 
the equivalent of 4 units of credit each year of high school. 

(7) New funding should be provided for a state compensatory education program. 

(8) Programs should be developed to afford opportunity for academically talented. 

(9) The State should establish a state honors award program for academically 
superior students. 

(10) Public and corporate business must support education if we are to be successful. 

The system is working, said Dr. Williams, but could be more successful. 
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Finance of public education in S. C. is the number one critical issue, he said. 

There has been a $69 million cut in support for education. Discussions going on 
about early closing or 5 day lay-offs would create very complicated situations. The 
General Assembly can vote to shorten the year, but when local administrations have 
contracts between local boards and the individuals, they will have to pay in accord 
with the contract. The students can be out of schooi., but the pay will have to continue. 
Dr. Williams feels that more thought should be given to this idea. 

Dr. Williams expressed his opposition to the Tuition Tax Credit Federal proposal 
by President Reagan. This would lead to a dual system of education. 

Mrs. Sprague told Dr. Williams that opposition to the Tuition Tax Credit is one 
of AAUW's priority legislative items. Support of public education and the values 
in equal education for all persons were motivating forces for the 1881 Association 
of Collegiate Alumni, founding organization of AAUW. At that point in history, she 
said, women were denied education because it was believed that their frail health 
would suffer with such learning. 

The Chair then introduced The Honorable Nell W. Smith, Senator from Pickens 
County. Senator Smith, serving the first senatorial district, is a graduate of 
University of N. C., Greensboro and taught science in Easley Public Schools for six 
years. She is the owner of The House Antiques and Gifts and serves on many boards 
and commissions. She is a member of AAUW and BPW. 

Senator Smith commended AAUW on the impact of the legislative conference and 
spoke of the importance of being in touch with members of the General Assembly. She 
stressed the importance of knowing what issues you want to impace, realize how impor¬ 
tant each person is, make a list of things you dont like , and also make a list of 
those things you do like. It is necessary to take a positive look at your own worth. 

She said that she welcomed the input of people and encouraged all persons to talk with 
their representatives and senators. Senator Smith said she enjoyed working in the 
Senate and with her colleagues. It is hard work but important to be informed and 
let that vote reflect what is best for those whom she represents. 

Taking a look at important issues coming up in the 1983 legislative session 
Senator Smith outlined the following issuesi 

(l) Senate Reapportionment...Senator Smith said she had no problem with single 
member district. She feels that the Senate has the responsibility to settle the 
problem. The one issue she thinks should be considered is that the s mal l counties 
may not be able to have as good quality representation, since the large county would 
probably be served first. 

(2; Tax Bill 208....The Senator believes that Fair School Financing hinges 
on proper monetary support. A real problem is reading skills. She feels that a 
real emphasis must be placed on attaining residing skills. 

(3) Unemployment....there is a real squeeze right now and people need help. It 
takes courage for people who have always worked to ask for help. She encouraged a 
Food, Clothing Bank with volunteers identifying needs and help provide it. 

(4) Sales Tax...this is the only recourse the Senator sees. She tried to see 
alternatives but if the state can't meet bills, more people will be hurt. 

(5) Hazardous Waste...it is important that hazardous waste dumping areas are 
identified and something is done about it. S. C. should never become a dumping ground 
for nuclear waste. 

(6) Appeals Court...she would support a better image of the Family Court. There 
are areas of the new appeals court that must be considered and that the cases heard 

in appeals court would not go to a higher court and continue the problem as it is now. 

Senator Smith has great concern for children, and noted that she had never seen 
a children's lobby in Columbia. There are so many "cracks for children to fall through" 
and we need to eliminate these cracks, she said. 
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Ms. Sprague introduced Ms. Ellie Setser, President S. C. Division AAUW. Ms. Setser 
has served in many positions in the Charleston Branch - AAUW and on the division level 
as Vice President for Program and Membership. She received her Masters Degree in 
Biological Science and worked in research for the Medical University of S. C. She is 
currently an investment broker and develops financial portfolios for clients. 

Speaking on the subject of "Women and Money" Ms. Setser told the participants 
and members of the General Assembly that it is a misleading myth to believe that women 
control the wealth in this country. It is true that women inherit wealth; however, 
it is primarily controlled by trust and the income passed on to foundations. Success 
is measured in economic terms, she said. Women have not been considered successful, 
because they have not achieved the high economic income level. She noted that there 
are no women in executive positions of the top 400 companies in the U. S. 

More women are employed today than ever before, but Ms. Setser pointed out that 
most of them work out of necessity. Men earn 590 on the dollar compared to women and 
that ratio has not changed since 196l. In public school administration the usual 
ratio is 40 female teachers and 1 male principal. When enough women enter the male 
dominated work field, we should see a change. The market place reflects the inequity. 

There we see low salaries and low prestige. One of the reasons women do not control 
the wealth is that they have never become qualified in higher forms of math. An example., 
women who invest will chose conservative certificates of deposite or bank accounts 
instead of investing in areas to overcome inflation. 

The price to the economy is high for ignoring position of women, she said. Women 
spend many years alone. 6 % of the women are living below the poverty level. There 
is no frame work in the private sector to fill these needs. Ture leadership is needed 
today. Ms. Setser challenged the members of the General Assembly to each exercise 
the power of the position they hold to inspire the private sector to seek solutions. 

Ms. Sprague closed the meeting with a quotation from Elizabeth Stanton made in 
1848. She said, "The power to make laws is the right through which we can secure all 
rights. Ms. Sprague said our doubts are traitors ...they make us lose the good we 
oft might win by fearing to attempt. She told that a legislator from N. Y. had made 
the statement that the unresolved statement was "who will fight for the worth of women?" 

It is not Washington...it must be the statehouse. Ms. Sprague added the challenge to 
the legislators to share with all in leadership positions the fight for the worth 
of women. 

Legislators attending were* Lt. Gov. Mike Daniel; From Anderson..Sen. Ed. Garri¬ 
son, Rep. Jerry Meehan, Rep. Chris Pratt; Rep. Harriet Keyserling, another legislator 
from Beaufort; From Charleston. .Senator Glenn McConnell, Rep. John Bradley, Rep Bob 
Kohn; From Clemson..Rep. Larry A. Martin, Rep Edward Simpson, Sen. Alex Macaulay, Rep. 
Robert McLellan, Sen. Nell Smith; From Columbia (Richland and Lexington Counties)... 

Rep. William Campbell, Rep. Jean Toal, Senator Hyman Rubin, Sen. Isadore Lourie, 

Rep. Moffett Burris, Rep Julius Murray, Rep Ryan Shealy, Sen. Norma Russell; Denmark... 

Rep. Thomas Rhoads From Florence...Rep. Frank Gilbert, Sen. Hugh Leatherman; From 
Gaffney...Rep. Olin Phillips, Rep. John R. Cotty, Sen. Harvey S. Peeler, Jr.; From 
Greenville...Rep. Tom Marchant, Rep. David Wilkins, Sen. Jeff Richardson, Sen. Nick 
Theodore; From Greenwood...Rep Jennings G. McAbee, Sen. John Drummond, Rep. Tommy Hughston; 
From Rock Hill (York)...Rep. Herbert Kirsh, Rep. Palmer Freeman, Rep. John Hayes, 

Sen. Coleman G. Poag; From Spartanburg...Rep. John Russell, Rep. Tee Ferguson, Rep 
Edwin Lake, Sen. Liz Patterson, Rep. T. W. Edwards; From Summerville...Rep. William 

Branton, Jr.;, Also from Charleston...Sen. Arthur Ravanel, Samuel Lyons, S. C. Human 
Affairs, Commission; From Laurens.•.Rep. Eugene C. Stoddard; From Union...Rep 

James M Aurhur; William N. Cork, and unidentified legislators....guests 

Taking honors for members in attentance were Rock Hill with 9 members; Denmark 
with 8 members; Clemson with 6 members; 


9:15 

9:45 


"HONEY TALKS.., 
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LDCISLAPI YD DAY - A A UK 
JANUARY 26. 1933... JSDII5S3AY. 

Kaxket Restaurant, Columbia, S. C. 

Registration and Coffee 

federal Legislation Update: Pelba Sprague - 3. C. Division Legislative 

Chair 


10:15 "Coney Talks: In Legislation...A Panel Discussion 

Cental Health - Carol Garvin 

President Cental Health Association in S. C. 
education - Dr. Charlie Williams 

State Superintendent of Education 


11:15 

11:45 

See 

note 

2:30 


Dreak 

Legisaltlve Preview 1933 - The Honorable Nell Smith 

S. C. Senate 

Lunch With Our Legislators 

Speaker - Cs. Dllie Setser - President S. C. Division AAUW 
"Women and Honey" 

Adjournment to the State House for Legislative Sessions 


E ACH 3:IA1 ,'CH IS TP .DP TO 

BRANCHES WILL 33 RESPONSIBLE 


INVITE 


;L-{DIH LEGISLATORS FOR LUNCH BY PERSONAL II,VITA.T; C. 

X-l COST 0? LEGISLATORS- 1 CPA!,. 


Registration, Lunch, Coffee.,£8.00 per person 

Cake Checks payable to Celfca Sprague * 

P. 0. Box 3-383 

Florence, S. C. 29502 Phone 662-0604 


Please include the name of your legislator (s) with your reservation! 


PPL DPP/ATI ON DEADLINE.JANUARY 20. 1932 


rlease invite members of the House of Representatives for lunch at 
1:00 P.H. 

Please invite Senators for lunch at 1»30 P.M. 

Dllie will speak at 1:30 in order to be heard by both Reps and Sen. 
A new ruling makes this the only way we can have both " " 
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